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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

	Date:
	July 15th, 2002

	Location:
	Hotel Fira Palace, Barcelona, Spain

	Starting time:
	18h15

	Ending time:
	19h00

	Taken by:
	Livia Pardi (LP), Autostrade, Italy

	Next assembly
	Kyoto, October 2004

	Copy to:
	

	Agenda:
	Issued 15 July 2004

	Enclosures:
	


Agenda:

1. Introduction
2. IABMAS Status
3. Financial Matters
4. Technical Committees
5. Relations with other Associations
6. Web page
7. Announcements
8. IABMAS’04
9. Other business
	
	The agenda was approved without comments

	1
	Introduction

Opening the General Assembly Dan Frangopol  (DF) made a brief description of IABMAS. The Association encompasses all aspects of bridge maintenance, safety, and management. Specifically, it deals with: bridge repair and rehabilitation issues; bridge management systems; needs of bridge owners, financial planning, whole life costing and investment for the future; bridge related safety and risk issues and economic and other implications. 

The key mission of IABMAS is to become the premier international organization for the advancement of the state-of-the-art in the  fields of bridge maintenance, safety and management. The vision is to “Bridge the gap between theory and practice”.

The main objectives are the promotion of the international cooperation in the fields of bridge maintenance, safety, and management for the purpose of enhancing the welfare of society and the cooperation with other organizations such as AASHTO, ACI, AISC, ASCE, CERRA, ESRA, fib, IABSE, IASSAR, ICE, IFIP, JCSS, PIARC and RILEM. 

The principal activities are related to the organization of congresses, conferences, symposia, workshops, seminars, and short courses on the topics mentioned above. 

To become an individual or collective member of IABMAS a form must be downloaded from the site http://civil.colorado.edu/IABMAS/ and sent to pcruz@civil.uminho.pt.

	2
	IABMAS status

DF informed that, by the end of June, the Association comprised 215 individual members, from 32 countries, and 24 collective members.

DF complimented Professor Joan Ramon Casas (JRC) and his staff for the success of IABMAS ’02.

DF introduced Professor Paulo Cruz (PC), the new secretary of the Executive Committee.

DF complimented PC for the preparation of the brochure of the Association.

DF presented the events that have been sponsored by IABMAS in the period 2000-2002 to fulfill its mission, namely: 

· The First U.S. - Japan Workshop on Life-Cycle Cost Analysis of Civil Infrastructure Systems, Honolulu, Hawaii, August 7-8, 2000

· The Ninth  IFIP WG 7.5 Working Conference on Reliability and Optimization of Structural Systems, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
September 26-28, 2000

· Bridge Rehabilitation in the UK: Review of the Current Programme and Preparing for the Next, London, UK, October 2-3, 2000

· The Second International Conference on Current and Future Trends in Bridge Design, Construction and Maintenance, Hong Kong, April 25-26, 2001

· The Second International Workshop on Life-Cycle Analysis and Design of Civil Infrastructure Systems, Yamaguchi University, Ube, Yamaguchi, Japan, September 27-29, 2001

· The New York City Bridge Conference, New York City, October 29-30, 2001

· The Tenth IFIP WG 7.5 Working Conference on Reliability and Optimization of Structural Systems, Osaka, Japan, March 25-27, 2002

Some of these events have been organized in co-operation with other international associations interested in bridge maintenance, safety and management.

DF introduced the new events that will be organized/sponsored by IABMAS in the period 2002-2003, namely:

· The First U.S. - Italy Workshop on Bridge Design and Construction, Università “La Sapienza”, Rome, Italy, July 18-20, 2002

· The Third International Workshop on Life-Cycle Cost Analysis and Design of Civil Infrastructure Systems  and fib WG 5.3-1, WG 5.6 The Joint Committee on Structural Safety , Probabilistic Modeling of Deteriorating Processes in Concrete Structures, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology,  Lausanne, Switzerland, March 24-26, 2003

· The Third International Conference on Current and Future Trends in Bridge Design, Construction and Maintenance, Shanghai, China, April 28-30, 2003

DF informed the participants that IABMAS is currently sponsoring the organization of intensive courses on bridge related topics. They will be held each year. A list has been prepared for the period 2003-2008. Information may be obtained from PC (pcruz@civil.uminho.pt) and JRC (joan.ramon.casas@upc.es)

	3
	Financial matters

DF stressed the fact that membership to IABMAS is on a fee-free basis.

JRC illustrated the expenses and revenues for the conference. On the basis of the information available to JRC the number of the attendees is approximately 320. The registration fees will probably cover the expenses and the balance will be positive.

	4
	Technical Committees

The Assembly was informed that in the Executive Committee and Executive Board Meeting was discussed the creation of the following Technical Committees: 

· Safety and serviceability

· Health monitoring

· Bridge maintenance

· Bridge management

Within these committees it should be possible to carry out, in a harmonized approach, researches and studies for different fields of bridge engineering.

DF invited the participants to express their opinions on the activities of the different committees proposed.

	5
	Relations with other Associations

DF reminded that the main objective of IABMAS is the promotion of the international cooperation in the fields of bridge maintenance, safety, and management for the purpose of enhancing the welfare of society. The association intends to cooperate with other organizations including, but not limited to: AASHTO, ACI, AISC, ASCE, CERRA, ESRA, fib, IABSE, IASSAR, ICE, IFIP, JCSS, PIARC and RILEM. 




	6
	Web page

DF informed the participants that the web-site is available at the following address: http://civil.colorado.edu/iabmas and from September PC will be the Web master.

	7
	Announcements

Professor  Eugen Bruehwiler described the next Third International Workshop on Life-Cycle Cost Analysis and Design of Civil Infrastructure Systems. Information is available at Eugen.Bruehwiler@epfl.ch and http://www.jcss.ethz.ch

	8
	IABMAS ‘04

DF invited Professor Eiichi Watanabe to inform the General Assembly on the  date and venue  of the next International Conference IABMAS ’04.

Professor Eiichi Watanabe described the venue (Kyoto, Japan) of the next conference and kindly invited all participants  to attend  IABMAS ’04 from October 19 to 22, 2004. 



	9
	Other business

The General Assembly was informed that IABMAS’06 will take place in 2006 in Porto, Portugal. 
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